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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

SHORTER ARTICLE

HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL COLLECTION TO TAKE PLACE ON ____________ (insert date)

Take a quick look around your house and you may discover as much as 100 pounds of common household chemicals (a.k.a. “household hazardous waste” or “HHW”) stored in your basement, garage, kitchen, bathroom and garden shed.

Surprised?  Don’t be – you’re not alone.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, an average home can easily accumulate this amount of cleaners, pesticides, paints, automotive fluids and other products containing potentially hazardous ingredients.

Pennsylvania residents will have an opportunity to safely and cost effectively dispose of HHW products at an upcoming collection sponsored by the Southwestern PA Household Hazardous Waste Task Force and private/public sector partners.  

(insert date/time/location of collection event)

The fee for material disposal is $2 per gallon.  Payment will be cash only (no checks or credit cards accepted). 
The collection event will accept the following materials: aerosol cans; automotive fluids (motor oil, transmission fluid, antifreeze, brake fluid); batteries; chemistry sets; compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs); gasoline and kerosene; household cleaners (ammonia, drain openers, acid cleaners, oven cleaners); mercury; paint products (latex, oil based, alkyd based, arts/crafts chemicals, rust preservatives, creosote, water sealers, paint thinners, furniture strippers); pesticides/herbicides (rodent killers, insecticides, weed killers, mothballs, fertilizer); photo chemicals; and pool chemicals.

The following materials will not be accepted at the collection:  ammunition; appliances; bulk waste; commercial and industrial waste; compressed gas cylinders (including propane tanks); drugs; explosives; flares; fluorescent tubes; leaking containers; medical waste (including needles); PCBs and dioxin; radioactive materials (including smoke detectors); and tires. 

For more information concerning the complete 2010 schedule of collections, visit www.swpahhw.org or call the Pennsylvania Resources Council at 412-488-7452. (also insert your local agency name and phone number if appropriate)
LONGER ARTICLE

HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL COLLECTION TO TAKE PLACE ON ____________ (insert date)

Take a quick look around your house and you may discover as much as 100 pounds of common household chemicals referred to as “household hazardous waste” (HHW) stored in your basement, garage, kitchen, bathroom and garden shed.

Surprised?  Don’t be – you’re not alone.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, an average home can easily accumulate this amount of cleaners, pesticides, paints, automotive fluids and other products containing potentially hazardous ingredients.

While such products are safe to use if you take the proper precautions, problems generally arise when you use – or dispose of – them improperly.

Pennsylvania residents will have an opportunity to safely and cost effectively dispose of HHW products at an upcoming collection sponsored by the Southwestern PA Household Hazardous Waste Task Force and private/public sector partners.

(insert date/time/location of collection event)
The fee for material disposal is $2 per gallon.  Payment will be cash only (no checks or credit cards accepted). 
“The types of items we collect at these events are products typically found under kitchen and bathroom sinks and in garages and basements,” explained Dave Mazza of the Pennsylvania Resources Council, which serves as Task Force administrator.  “While products classified as ‘household hazardous waste’ are safe to use if you follow all label directions, problems can arise when you use or dispose of them improperly.” 

“This summer the Task Force expects to reach a very important milestone; our two millionth pound of household hazardous waste collected,” said Mazza.  “Since our first event in 2003, the SW PA HHW Task Force has safely collected and disposed of more than 1.9 million pounds of household chemicals from over 21,000 Pennsylvania households. These are significant numbers, but they just begin to scratch the surface of the problem of safe disposal of these materials.”

(INSERT QUOTE FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION’S LEADER EXPRESSING PRIDE & SATISFICATION WITH BEING INVOLVED IN CAMPAIGN.)
The collection event will accept the following materials: aerosol cans; automotive fluids (motor oil, transmission fluid, antifreeze, brake fluid); batteries; chemistry sets; compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs); gasoline and kerosene; household cleaners (ammonia, drain openers, acid cleaners, oven cleaners); mercury; paint products (latex, oil based, alkyd based, arts/crafts chemicals, rust preservatives, creosote, water sealers, paint thinners, furniture strippers); pesticides/herbicides (rodent killers, insecticides, weed killers, mothballs, fertilizer); photo chemicals; and pool chemicals.
The following materials will not be accepted at the collection:  ammunition; appliances; bulk waste; commercial and industrial waste; compressed gas cylinders (including propane tanks); drugs; explosives; flares; fluorescent tubes; leaking containers; medical waste (including needles); PCBs and dioxin; radioactive materials (including smoke detectors); and tires.
At the HHW event, a certified contractor will process the hazardous wastes collected for proper disposal.  Materials may be recycled, incinerated or safely buried in special landfills.
For more information concerning the complete 2010 schedule of collections, visit www.swpahhw.org or call the Pennsylvania Resources Council at 412-488-7452. (also insert your local agency name and phone number if appropriate)

VOLUNTEER AT A COLLECTION!   Each collection event requires a large number of volunteers to direct traffic, conduct surveys, distribute educational materials, serve refreshments and perform many other important tasks.  Choose to volunteer for an entire day or for a four-hour shift.  For more information, call the Pennsylvania Resources Council at 412-488-7452.

(INSERT SECOND QUOTE FROM ORGANIZATION’S LEADER DISCUSSING IMPORTANCE OF TEAMWORK TO MAKE CAMPAIGN A SUCCESS.)
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